The

Poeson

POETRY COURSE

Introduction

ThePoeson Poetry Courseis written in a
conversational style, as though I'm addressing you
personally in a relaxed discussion session.

The four modules cover a wide area — from preparing
to write a poem, to various technical aspects of
writing poetry, and revising your poem to the point
where it is in optimum condition.

You can choose to dmne, two, threeor all four
modules. The modules are titl&doubadour,
Minstrel, JongleuandMeistersingerYou do not
have to do the modules in sequence, which means
that you can choose which ones will suit you best,
after studying the Course Ouitline.

Apart from the material offered in the modules, the
course gives you the opportunity to wnarious
assignmentspertaining to the craft of writing poetry.
But possibly the most important benefit the course
offers, is the personal one-on-one relationshi wit
the course tutor. This means that you will get
detailed feedbackon every poem you write. The
feedback will be designed to help you find ways to
improve your poems and your writing in general.

You will be required to writéwo poems per
module as well as other smallassignments.

After completing each each module you will get a
tastefully designe@oeson certificatewith arating

on your performance, as well as a succinct
assessmenfrom the course tutor. This is simply to
give you a feel of your weaknesses and strengths.
There is no question of failing this course. Itlaup

to you how you approach it. You take from it what
you need and what can help you become a better
poet.

The course is designed to
give you arenjoyable
experience in growing
and optimising your
writing skills.

Unique to this course
Something you will find

only in this course is the
concept ofpoesons.

What are they? Avoesornis a concept | developed
that can be used as a tool to help create a poésn. |
not a literary theory, merely a way to help a poet
constructing his poem.

Entangled meaning — thgpoeson

Entangled meaning in a poem links seemingly
unrelated concepts and create new structures of
meaning, (series of inter-related meanings) riaimer
content than the connotations from which they
originated. Entangled meaning creates a Gestalt in
the poem. This Gestalt ispmeson.

In a poenpoesonsn their turn entangle to create a
semantic structure that carries complex meanings,
reverberating unexpectedly in various emotional and
intellectual dimensions.

Pronunciation; POE —er - zon



Related concepts

The semiologisA J Greimas (born March 9
1917 died 1992) proposed the concept of
isotopy. And in traditional Japanese poetry the
ren principle shows similarities.

The format of your modules

You will get your modules e-mailed to you in PDF
format, like this brochure

You need a\dobe Readeio read this format. You
can download aAdobe Reader

completely FREE at:
http://www.adobe.com/downloads/

The reason | use PDF is to ensure that the layfout o
the document you receive remains unchanged,
whatever platform you are running on your
computer.

When you read your module in &dobe Readeyou
cansearch within the document and alsdink to
websiteson the Internet (you have to be connected to
the Internet, of course. But you don't have to be
connected if you don't need to use the link fumjtio

You can furthermore select sections of the module
and copy, paste and print it. Or you can print the
complete document if you wish.

Course tutor De Waal Venter
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This course has been created exclusively by me, De
Waal Venter, and I'm the only person you will be

dealing with. This will be personal, one-on-one
experiencewhere you know exactly with whom
you're dealing.

Here are sombackground factsaboutDe Waal
Venter.

De Waal is an active poet who publishes weekly on
websites likePoets.org (http://www.poets.orf You
can read his work there and also see his critignes
other poets.

He is on the management team of another poetry
website Neopoet(http://www.neopoet.comivhere
his duties include greeting and vetting new members

De Waal published hirst volume of poetry in

1963 Kiem)and followed that up with more poetry
anthologiesiPols), novels, short stories, stage , TV
and radio plays and children's books. Some of his
youth novels are prescribed for schodsgg se kort
en lang middapA collection of short stories
containing one of De Waal's has seen its 13thmepri
in January 2008. De Waal writes in both English and
Afrikaans. Py

"Life is a story

is an Internet |
club for writers on
MyGeniusthat De
Waal created and
manages.
(http://www.mygenius.com/

Writers publish their work (short stories, essays,
poetry etc) and De Waal and other writers critique
their work in the club forums.



Afrikaans

Alhoewel die modules in hierdie stadium nog net in
Engels bestaan, is jy baie welkom om jou werk in
Afrikaans voor te Ié. Ek sal kommentaar en krifiek
Afrikaans lewer. Hopelik sal die modules binne
afsienbare tyd ook in Afrikaans beskikbaar wees.

Course outline

Module 1 Troubadour

Stanza One:Introduction, Definitions of poetry,
Method, and Style

Stanza Two:Reading a poem, Analysis, Explication,
Technique, Critique

Module 2 Minstrel

Stanza One:Grammar in poetry - Differences
between prose and poetry, lineation - rhyme, rhythm
and metre - Metaphors

Stanza Two:Figures of speech

Module 3Jongleur

Stanza One:lmagery and word pictures - Viewpoint
— Levels of meaning

Stanza Two:Rhythm, Metre, Scansion and Rhyme

Module 4 Meistersinger

Stanza One:Various forms of poetry discussed in
detail — ballad, sonnet, haiku, limerick — etc.
Stanza Two: Revision- the importance of revising
your work and how to do it - Experimentation.

Enrol

-
The full course entails four modules. You can enrol

r one, two, threeor four modules. You get a

‘Poeson certificate at completion of every module.

Participants are expected to send in all assigrsnent
ertaining to a module within two weeks. This means

it the course takes about eight weeks to complete

e o_f the course i700,00per module.
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‘Enrolment is very simple. Notify De Waal at
il.corthat yo nrol. | will
depositing

ot

Contact details

+27 011 954 2041 083 382 1632
e-mail: dewaalv@gmail.com

Skype: dewaal3de.waal.venter

Fax: 086 607 4606

Website: http://dewaalventer.book.co.za

27 Blouberg Street, Noordheuwel
Krugersdorp 1739
PO Box 449, Rant-en-Dal 1751

February 2008

De Waal Venter

"I have had contact with De Waal for almost a
year now and | can recommend him as an
exceptional poet, writer, philosopher and mentor.
He has always given me insightful and valuable
feedback and critique on work that | had written
and he does it in a sensitive, yet authoritative wa
| have certainly grown as a poet and writer
through his invaluable inputs.

| strongly urge anyone who has always wanted to
explore hisor her creative side to sign up for

De Waal's course. It will enrich your life and
deepen your understanding of this beautiful art
form endlessly.

Well done , De Waal,
and Good luck!"

Peter van der Schyff
pringle@iburst.co.za



